“You’ve got access 'fu a
Android multimedia apps,
and error to find which ones

wealth of third-party

but it will take trial
play m‘ce!v..,,,

BIGSCREEN ANDROID

A small box that can turn your TV into a giant tablet. Kinda.

he third of our media-box trio

this issue is Kogan's $159 Agora
Internet TV Portal. It’s cheaper
than the McTiVia or the Boxee
Box at just $159, but is again a very different
offering. [t's not a streaming media box —
rather it turns o television into an overgrown
Android tablét. For better or for worse,

Froyo goes large
S0 the Agora Internet TV Portal merely
presents you with the standard Android 2.2

'F]’U}'U' interface, which is more cumbersome

than the tablet-friendly 3. *Honeycomlb'
interface, Kogan aims to make life easier by
pre-installing & few apps, such as Facebook,
Twitter, Adobe Flash, Angry Birds, Office
Suite Pro, ES File Explorer-and Rockplayer.

You've also got access 1o the Androud
Market, and it must be said that apps can
look surprisingly crisp even blown up on'a
big, widescréen television.

In terms of connectivity, this liftle black

box features HDMI output te your television,

Ethernet or Wi-Fi for connection to your
home network, plus a slot for an SD card
and three USH ports, to all of which you can
attach various media; theres alse Bluetooth,

The box comes with a rather clunky
remate which vou can wave o move the
pointer on the screen (as you do with
the magic remotesfor LG TVs, say, ora
Wil remote, or the P5 Movel. The remote
includes a five-way rocker, and dedicated
Andrond/multimedia controls.

Of course, running Android on your
television means abandoning many of the
touchscreen features mormally available,
such as pinch-to-zoom, Indeed this lack of
touch control inevitably renders some apps
unusable; For an additional $39 you can pick
up [‘;ﬁ:_',;sn’.‘. Iir1|\' wireless OWERTY k\')."[}nnnl
which has a buili-in [|3L,L||E1:Ld tllluuy_H
there’s still no multi-touch} along with more
multimedia and Android buttons. That's a
smarrt investment if you'll be-accessing social
media and using the browser,

Because Adobe Flash is pre-installed, you
can use the Kogan's browser 1o watch online
Catch-up TV, although the results can be hit
and miss; we had trouble getting ABC {View
to play, for example.

You've alse gotaccess tora wealth of third-

party Android
streaming playback, but it will take trial and

timedia apps for local and

error-to find which ones play nicely with

your video formats and resolutions of choice.

Conclusion

If you only want to watch videos, then a
dedicated streaming media plaver would be
a more user-friendly choice. Kogan's Agora
Internet TV Portal is really one for the

Android fans who aren't satished

with resting a tablet an their e
lap in the lounge room, Not an

Android fan to start with? Wed

point you back at something like

the Boxee Box, Adam Turner :

THE TECH
Kogan Agora Internet TV Portal
(KAITVZZANDAR) 5159
CPU: 1GHz Samsung Cortex AB
Memory: 512MB DDR2
Storage: 2G8 NAND, expandable
via 5D card or USE
O8: Androld 2.2
ck: Ethernet, Wi-Fi 802.11a,/b/g
nslons (whd) : 170 x110 x 30mm
3 x USB, 5D card, HDMI
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© Android en your TV
& Flash player for catch-up TV

& Clunky remote
2@ No multitouch
© Cnly for Android fams






