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he third uf IILLrElledia- 1rio

this issue is Kogan's $159 Agora
Internet TV Portal.. Es cheaper
than the McTiVia or the 11.ee

Box at j USE S159. but is again every different
offering_ It's riot a streaming media box
rather it turns a televtstun into an overgrown
Android tablet. For better or for WD,C.

Froyo goes large
Sr the Agora Internet TV Portal merely
presents you with the stanciamil Android 2.2
'Fray& interface, which is more cumbersome
than the tablet-Friendly 3i 1-ioneycornb3
interface. Kogan arms to make life easier by
pre-instal/Mg a few apps, such as Facebnok,
Twitter, Adobe Flash, Angry Birds, Office
Suite Pro, ES EiLe Fitplorer and Rockplayer.

You've also got accent to the Android
M-xrkci, and it must be said that pps an
look surprisingly crisp even blown tip on a
big, widescreen television,

hi terms of connectivity. this black
box features 1-IDMI output to your Lel CV1, ion,

You've got access to a wealth of third-pasty
Android multimedia apps, but it will take trial

and error to find which ones play nicely...39

BIGSCREEN ANDROID
A small box that can turn your TV into a giant tablet. Kinds.

LI Ile ni sit or Wi -Ft itA raninecELLII I la you,

him, network, plus a slot for an SD card
and three USB ports, to all of which you can
attach -various media; there's also Rhietooth.

The box comes with a rather clunky
remote which you can wave to move the
pointer on the screen (a5 you do with
the magic remotes for LG TVs, say, or a

Wit remote, or the PS Move)_ The remotr.
includes a five-way rocker, and dedicated
Android/multimedia controls.

Of running Android on your
television means abandoning many of thr
touchscreen features normally available.
such :le pinch-to,00m. Indeed this Lack of
touch ,,ontroi inevitably renders some apps
unusable. For an additional &Pi you can pick
up Kogan 's tlny wireicss QWERTY keyboard
which has a tuttchpati tainLgh
awes otill no multi-much) aiong with mote
mull imedi a and Android buttons_ That's a
smart iriveSt mcnt if you'll be accessing social
media and using the

Because Adobe Flash is pre-ins:tailed, 41,
Chri usc the Kogan's browser to watch online
Catch-up TV, although the results can be hit
and miss; we had trouble geiting ABC Wiew
to play. for example.

You've also got access to a wealth of third-
party Android muhimedia apps for local and
streanung playback, bui A wilt take Hai and
error to find which onee play nicely with
your xodeii formats and resolutions of choice.

Conclusion
I. you (urh.1}: via rsi in watch videos, then a

dedicated streaming lned Ea player would he
a more use,friendly choice. Kogan 's Agora
interne' TV 'natal is really one for thc
And rord fans who aren't sat is tied

with resting a tablet on their
lap in the room. Not an
Android fan to start with Wed
point you back at something like
the Boxee Box. Adam Turner 11
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THE TECH
!Cogan Agora Internet IV Portal
(133=LANIA.13) $159

CPU: IGHa Sten.t.gC.-tex
Memory. S12148 DDE2

StOrtege: 2GE NAND, ek-pdEdikble

Vid SD card ot
OS, Juletrold
Network: Sthemet WE-ti 6132.l1a/b/gi
Dilmenslocs WW1 1.70 x110 343flun

[10: 3 v USE, SD dxrd, HD=
Contact Eavon Australiari
www.kogcm.ezin.au

0 Android on your TV
0 nosh player fOr eCti'di-Up TV

Clunky remote
0 No multitouch
et Only for Android Ions
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